They Had What It Takes

II—WILEY POST—ACE OF WORLD GIRDLERS
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1—Post, as a youth, was a worker in the oil fields of the
West, and it was at this time that he got his first taste of the
air. A barnstorming pilot hired him as a parachute jumper,
and he engaged in this hazardous, cloud-busting trade for two
years. He did not, however, wholly give up his oil work.
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2—Then came a terrible blow! A chip of steel from a drill
rendered his left eye sightless, and his ambitions to become
a flyer seemed doomed. But his determination overcame even
this great handicap. He bravely went ahead, buying his first
plane, an ancient Jenny, with his injury compensation money.
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8—Soon Post became pilot for a wealthy oil man, the plane
being the Lockheed Winnie Mae. Backed financially by his
employer, he won a transcontinental dash; then, with Harold
Gatty as co-pilot, he circled the globe in eight days! And two
years later (1933) he surpassed even this feat by girdling
the earth in seven days—solo!
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4—Intrigued by the possibilities of high altitude flight, Pos
bought the Winnie Mae and futilely tried four times to span
the U. S. via the sub-stratosphere. On each take-off he dropped
his undercarriage, then landed later on the ship’s “belly.”
His successful “set-down” in the desert, on one attempt, was
well-nigh miraculous.

5—Shortly afterward came Post’s last flight. On August 16,
1935, with the famed comedian, Will Rogers, as his passenger,
Post’s ship went out of control when the motor quit in a
take-off near Point Barrow, Alaska. Falling from a height
of only fifty feet, the plane hit with terrific force in the
shallow river bed. Both men were killed instantly.

6—Wiley Post rose to fame by surmounting odds that would
have stopped most other men. Ace of the world girdlers and
a foremost exponent of stratosphere flying, his name is
inscribed indelibly in the annals of the air. In cutting short
many further great contributions to aviation, his tragic death
was a grievous blow to the aero world.




